




















My Player 1sn't supported will i1t be?

e If 1t 1s based on the PotalPlayer (SoC for Audio
Devices) 1t has a good chance

e Work 1s still going on supporting the Telechip
(SoC)

e [f it is a newer device Nano 3™ gen, there is a good
shot when more of 1t gets figured out

e [f you want to work at supporting it :-)
e Hit the Rockbox Wiki for more details



























Quick note on Rockbox Versions

Four Major types of Rockbox Releases

e Release — very few of these have been done and
they are WAY out of date

e Daily build — Build at the end of every day

e Current build — Automatically built after each SVN
checkin

e Archived build — Daily builds are archived,
sometimes falling back to one of them is a good 1dea








http://download.rockbox.org/rbutil/













3 Things I wish I knew when I started
with Rockbox

* The backlight will go out every 5 seconds by
default, you might start to think something 1s broken
* Don't be afraid to hit the power button it 1s the
main way to get out of most of the plugins

* Don't pick the minimal install, space 1s cheap even
in flash players






How does Rockbox compare to
IpodLinux?

* [podLinux has some larger apps such as Weather
* [podLinux 1s only for Ipods

e Rockbox runs on a lot of other players

e Rockbox 1s a much simpler kernel (cooperative
multi-tasking, simple memory protection)

* Rockbox has even been ported to 1* Generation
Ipods






How is it to Develop for?

e The pre-built environments supplied are all

Windows/Cygwin
e All based on Open Source tools so Linux/Mac

ports are possible
e The Ul sim can give you a pretty good 1dea about
your app, withoutsthe usaal plug it 1n, update,

unplug, reboot, test cycle
 There 1s also an emulator out for Sansa E2x0

which can run Rockbox












More Advice

* Rockbox has really good manuals written for the
players they support. Read at least the part up to the
install before you start dorking with your player

e You'll sometimes have to reset/trick your player
into a mode where the USB allows you access to the
underlying system. Take your time and do a couple
of resets 1nto the original firmware first to make sure
everything is Ok.

» Before doing anything with firmwares make sure
your battery 1s fully charged



Future of Rockbox

 Pretty good as long as players are semi-open
 Don't expect to see Rockbox on the Zune until 3™
quarter of next year

e Developers are working on creating an App
version of the Rockbox mterface that runs as
application on toprof andVp3 player

 GPL v3 licensing 1s starting to pop up on the
forums a bit

e It 1s a classic example of a project with a purpose






Threats to Rockbox

 Some players such as the Ipod 3" Generation Nano
are making 1t more difficult to put alternative
firmware on their players

e Manufacturers change hardware on their players
sometime without any way of telling

e Rockbox makes an effort to NOT play DRM which
currently leaves them outside most DMCA
violations









